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A mechanical seal is disclosed that has first and second seal-
ing faces that are urged into contact to form a seal therebe-
tween. One sealing face is mounted on a rotatable portion of
the seal and the second sealing face is mounted on a support
assembly. The joint further includes a joint permitting rotary
movement between the support assembly and a stationary
portion of the seal to allow adjustment of the portion of the
rotatable portion relative to the stationary portion without
affecting the alignment of the first and second sealing faces.
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1
ADJUSTABLE MECHANICAL SEAL

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to a mechanical seal for providing a
fluid seal between rotatable and stationary components. The
mechanical seal has been developed especially, but not exclu-
sively for use in fluid pumps, such as slurry pumps, where the
mechanical seal is mounted between a rotatable drive shaft
and a pump casing and is herein described in that context.
However, it is to be appreciated that such a mechanical seal
can have broader application and is not limited to that use.

BACKGROUND ART

Mechanical seals have been used to provide a fluid seal
between a rotatable shaft and a fluid containing chamber. As
such, mechanical seals have application in pumps where the
drive shaft of an externally mounted pump motor extends
through a pump casing to drive a pump impeller. In such an
application, the mechanical seal is typically situated where
the rotatable shaft enters or leaves the casing and is fitted to
the casing and the rotatable shaft to provide a seal between
those components.

Such mechanical seals generally comprise some compo-
nents which rotate with the shaft (or other rotatable portion of
the equipment to which it is fitted) and those components
which are fitted to the stationary parts of the equipment. At the
interface between these rotary and stationary components are
contacting sealing faces; one which rotates and the other
which is stationary. These sealing faces are in opposed rela-
tion and arranged to be urged into contact to form a fluid seal
therebetween.

In the past, problems have been encountered in using
mechanical seals in some pumping applications, particularly
in mining slurry pumps because of the harsh environment
created in the pumps by the slurry, the high loading induced
on the pump components during start up and operation, and
the need for continual operation of the pumps over extended
periods. Accordingly, there is an ongoing need to improve the
design of the mechanical seal to improve its suitability in
pumping applications.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

In a first aspect, there is provided a mechanical seal com-
prising a stationary portion; a rotatable portion; and a support
assembly mounting the rotatable portion to the stationary
portion, the rotatable portion being rotatable relative to the
support assembly about a rotation axis, and the mechanical
seal further comprising opposed first and second sealing
faces, the first sealing face mounted on the rotatable portion
and the second sealing face mounted on the support assembly,
the sealing faces being arranged to be urged into contact to
form a seal therebetween; and a joint permitting rotary move-
ment between the support assembly and the stationary portion
to allow adjustment of the position of the rotatable portion
relative to the stationary portion without affecting the align-
ment of the first and second sealing faces.

A feature of the mechanical seal is that the support assem-
bly is able to be rotated relative to the stationary portion. This
is advantageous as it allows the mechanical seal to be fitted to
equipment where the rotatable shaft is out of alignment with
the equipment casing. Furthermore, and importantly, this
ability to accommodate this angular variation can be achieved
without providing any consequential misalignment of the
sealing faces of the seal.
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In one form, the stationary portion includes an aperture
through which the rotatable portion extends, and the joint is
formed between an outer surface of the support assembly and
an inner surface of the stationary portion that defines the
aperture. In a particular form, the outer and inner surfaces are
in sliding contact. In another form an intermediate material
(such as for example a resilient elastomer) is disposed
between the inner and outer surfaces so that the surfaces are
not in direct contact.

In a particular form the outer and inner surfaces form a ball
joint to permit the rotary movement in all directions. Such an
arrangement is advantageous as it provides a greater ability
for the seal to accommodate misalignment between the rotary
and stationary components in which the mechanical seal is
fitted.

To ensure the functionality of the mechanical seal, it is
necessary to prevent leakage through the interface between
the support assembly and the stationary component and in
this respect this may occur by making the joint fluid imper-
vious. An alternative to making the joint fluid impervious is to
isolate the joint from fluid in the equipment. In one form, an
external cover seal extends across the joint to inhibit fluid
penetration between the inner and outer surfaces. In addition,
or instead of, a seal may be provided between the inner and
outer surfaces.

In a particular form, the joint prevents axial movement of
the rotatable portion relative to the stationary portion in at
least one direction. This then allows the joint to accommodate
loading that is induced in the mechanical seal to maintain the
sealing faces in contact.

In a particular form, the support assembly has a base por-
tion that incorporates the outer surface, a movable portion on
which the second sealing face is disposed, and a biasing
device disposed between the movable portion and the base
portion. The purpose of the biasing device is to impart a
biasing force to move the second sealing face into contact
with the first sealing face. In one form, the biasing device
comprises a resilient ring that is placed in tension to impart
the biasing force to the second sealing face

In a particular form, the support assembly comprises an
inner bearing surface that supports the rotatable portion.

In yet a further aspect, embodiments are disclosed of a
pump including a pump casing having an aperture, a drive
shaft that extends through the aperture, and a mechanical seal
according to any preceding claim providing a fluid seal
between the casing and the drive shaft, wherein the rotatable
portion of the mechanical seal is mounted to the drive shaft
and the stationary portion of the mechanical seal is mounted
to the pump casing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

It is convenient to describe an embodiment of the mechani-
cal seal with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG.11s a perspective view (with quarter section removed)
of a mechanical seal,;

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the mechanical seal of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the components of the
mechanical seal of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of the mechanical seal of
FIG. 1 connected to a pump casing and drive shatt;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view (with quarter section removed)
of another embodiment of a mechanical seal which is similar
to the embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a side elevation of the mechanical seal of FIG. 5;
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FIG. 6a is a perspective view of a portion of the mechanical
seal of FIG. 6;
FIG. 7 is a side elevation of the mechanical seal of FIG. 5;
and

FIG. 7a is a perspective view of a portion of the mechanical
seal of FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Turning to the drawings, in FIG. 1 a mechanical seal 10 is
disclosed which is for use in providing a sealing interface
between rotary and stationary components. Broadly, the
mechanical seal 10 includes a stationary part or housing 12 in
the form of a generally annular-shaped flange or ring 31 and
arotatable part which is generally in the form of a shaftsleeve
14 which extends through the housing 12 and is rotatable
about an axis CL. There are various components which con-
nect the rotatable and stationary parts, which will now be
described.

To form a fluid seal between the stationary annular flange
31 and the rotatable shaft sleeve 14, a pair of sealing members
in the form of continuous rings 16, 18 are provided. Inuse, the
rings 16, 18 are mounted on respective support structures of
the seal 10. In the embodiment as shown, one of the sealing
rings 16 rotates and is affixed to the shaft sleeve 14, whereas
the other sealing ring 18 remains stationary by being fitted to
the stationary housing 12 through a support assembly 20 (the
various components of which will be described shortly). Each
of'the sealing rings 16, 18 includes a respective annular seal-
ing face (22, 24) which in use are located in opposing relation
and are smoothly finished. The sealing faces 22, 24 are
arranged to be urged into contact with one another to form a
fluid seal therebetween, as will be described.

The mechanical seal 10 according to the above form is
suitable for use in a centrifugal pump (for example, as shown
in FIG. 4). The mechanical seal 10 provides a fluid barrier
between a pump casing 100 and the rotatable drive shaft 102
which is fitted with a shaft sleeve 14. The shaft sleeve 14
houses (and turns with) the rotatable drive shaft 102, which
connects a drive motor (not shown) to a pump impeller (not
shown) that is located inside a pumping chamber of the pump.
The pump casing 100 is bolted to the housing 12 of the
mechanical seal 10 via screws which fit into receiving holes
13. The rotatable drive shaft 102 is fitted by bolts, rivets or
screws 92 which are located into receiving holes 15 to fasten
it to the rotatable shaft sleeve 14 of the mechanical seal 10.

The rotatable shaft sleeve 14 of the mechanical seal 10 is
typically made of a material such as machined stainless steel
(for example AISI 316). The shaft sleeve 14 includes a drive
collar 26 mounted at a rear end 27 of the shaft sleeve 14,
which is on the exterior side of the stationary housing 12 and
pump casing 100, and outside of any contact with the fluid
inside the pump. The shaft sleeve 14 also incorporates the
rotatable sealing ring 16 at an opposite (front) end 29 of the
shaft sleeve 14, which is at the region of the mechanical seal
10 which is in contact with the fluid, inside of the pump. The
sealing ring 16 is disposed on an outer surface 33 of the shaft
sleeve 14 and is oriented so that its respective sealing face 22
faces back towards the rear end 27 of the shaft sleeve 14. The
sealing ring 16 (which is typically made from a ceramic such
as silicon carbide, or a hard metal material such as tungsten
carbide) is coupled to the shaft sleeve 14 via a mounting
assembly including a mount in the form an elastomeric cou-
pling 28, and a clamping collar 30 which clamps around the
sealing ring 16 and holds it to the shaft sleeve 14 using a
screwing arrangement 25. The function and operation of the
mounting assembly will be described in more detail below.
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The support assembly 20 is located between the shaft
sleeve 14 and the housing 12 and is arranged to “float”,
meaning that it is not rigidly attached to either the housing 12
or to the shaft sleeve 14). The support assembly 20 has mul-
tiple functions, being:

to support the stationary sealing ring 18;

to provide a biasing force to the sealing ring 18 to urge it
into contact with the rotatable sealing ring 16;

to provide a fluid barrier between the housing 12 and the
sealing ring 18. When fitted to a pump, the fluid barrier
formed by the support assembly 20 becomes an internal
surface of the pump chamber; and

to support the rotatable shaft sleeve 14 relative to the sta-
tionary annular flange 31 forming the housing 12.

To allow for these different functions, the support assembly

20 comprises:

a base portion in the form of an annular hub 40 that is fitted
within the annular flange 31 of the housing 12 and
around the shaft sleeve 14 and a circumferential cylinder
or sleeve 32 which projects from the hub 40 and extends
around, and is spaced from, the shaft sleeve 14;

a movable portion in the form of a circumferential flanged
boss 34; and

a biasing device in the form of an elastomeric ring 36
disposed between the sleeve 32 and the movable flanged
boss 34.

The movable flanged boss 34 has the stationary sealing ring
18 of the mechanical seal fitted at a leading end thereof
through a second mounting assembly which includes a sec-
ond mount in the form of an elastomeric coupling 38. The
resilient, elastomeric ring 36 is arranged to impart a biasing
force on the moveable flanged boss 34 to urge the sealing ring
18 to move relative to the base circumferential sleeve 32 and
into face-to-face close contact with the rotatable sealing ring
16.

The annular flange 31 and the hub 40 are both typically
formed from machined steel, such as machined stainless steel
(for example AISI 316). The hub 40 includes a central aper-
ture 42 through which the shaft sleeve 14 extends, with a
small circumferential clearance distance D thereabout. An
inner surface 44 of the hub 40 includes a bearing 46 which
extends across the clearance distance D and on which the
shaft sleeve 14 rotates. In the illustrated form, the bearing 46
is formed as a carbon slip ring of rectangular cross-section.

The outer circumferential surface 48 of the hub 40 is in
sliding contact with an inner circumferential surface 50 of the
annular flange 31 of the housing 12, so as to form a joint
therebetween. To reduce friction between these surfaces, an
annular groove 52 is incorporated in the outer surface 48 of
the hub 40. An o-ring seal 54 is also arranged in a small
circumferential groove located on the interior surface 50 of
the annular flange 31 and positioned between the contacting
surfaces 48, 50 to provide a secondary fluid seal therebe-
tween.

An elastomeric boot 56 extends across the front face of the
annular flange 31 to partially cover the annular flange 31 and
all of the hub 40, including covering over the joint between
these components 31, 40 and inhibiting fluid penetration
between the inner surface 50 of the annular flange 31 and the
outer surface 48 of the hub 40. This boot 56 provides a
primary seal against the ingress of fluid and particulate matter
on the side of the mechanical seal 10 which is in contact with
the fluid inside the pump, but without unduly restricting the
sliding nature of the contact between the hub 40 and the
annular flange 31.

A feature of the mechanical seal 10 is that the contacting
surfaces 48, 50 of the hub 40 and the annular flange 31 are
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arcuate and more specifically, the hub outer surface 48 is part
spherical so as to form a ball joint (or ball-and-socket type
joint) between the hub and the annular flange 31 portion of the
housing 12. This allows the support assembly 20 and rotary
shaft sleeve 14 to “float” and to be tilted relative to the sta-
tionary housing 12, so that the axis of rotation of the drive
shaft 102 and the shaft sleeve 14 can be moved in all direc-
tions away from alignment with the central axis CL of the
aperture 42 of the hub 40. In fact, the ball joint which is
formed between the hub 40 and the annular flange 31 in the
mechanical seal 10 can accommodate a relatively large angu-
lar variation between these two axes (in the order of up to
5-10°). This is advantageous since it allows the mechanical
seal 10 to be fitted to equipment where the rotatable shaft is
out of alignment with the equipment casing which is joined to
the annular flange 31 (via screws in receiving holes 13).
Furthermore, and importantly, this ability to accommodate
this angular variation can be achieved without providing any
consequential misalignment of the sealing faces 22, 24 of the
respective sealing rings 16, 18, and leakage of fluid there-
through.

The sleeve 32 of the support assembly 20 is supported by,
and projects from, the hub 40. The sleeve 32, which is typi-
cally formed of steel, such as stainless steel, surrounds but is
spaced from the rotatable shaft sleeve 14, and provides a seat
for the inner circumference of the elastomeric ring 36. In the
illustrated form, the elastomeric ring 36 is formed from a
viscoelastic material such as a polymeric elastomer. The ring
36 extends around the outer surface 60 of the sleeve 32 and is
bonded to the sleeve 32 preferably by a vulcanizing process
s0 as to form a strong connection that is fluid impervious.

The flanged boss 34 (that connects to the stationary sealing
ring 18) is formed as a ring which is L.-shaped in cross-section
and has an inner surface 64 that fits over, and is bonded on, an
outer circumference of the elastomeric ring 36, again prefer-
ably by a vulcanizing process to provide both a strong, fluid
impervious connection between those elements. The flanged
boss 34 is typically formed from metal such as stainless steel
and, together with the other parts of the movable portion of
the support assembly 20, extends around but is spaced from
the rotatable shaft sleeve 14. In this way the flanged boss 34 is
fully supported on the elastomeric ring 36.

The resilient, elastomeric ring 36 not only supports the
movable portion (flanged boss 34) of the support assembly 20
but is arranged to urge that portion forward (i.e. towards the
shaft end 29) so as to maintain the sealing faces 22, 24 of the
respective sealing rings 16, 18 in contact. This is achieved by
preloading the elastomeric ring 36, by moving/positioning
the flanged boss 34 in relation to the sleeve 32 so as to deform
the elastomeric ring 36 and place that ring in tension, and then
hold those components in that position (that is, the elasto-
meric ring 36 is placed in tension by movement of the flanged
boss 34 rearward towards the rear end 27 of the shaft). This
tensioning thereby induces a biasing force on the sealing ring
18 to urge it forward against the outer sealing ring 16 and to
maintain a closed gap therebetween. The structure of the
elastomeric ring 36 allows the biasing force to be applied
uniformly on the sealing ring 18 and about the axis of rotation
of' the rotatable shaft sleeve 14 and the rotatable sealing ring
16.

The amount of preload applied to the elastomeric ring 36 is
dependent on the amount of axial movement of the flanged
boss 34 relative to the sleeve 32. As the shaft sleeve 14 is
movable relative to the hub 40 (and therefore can be moved
axially along the drive shaft 102), this axial movement needs
to be constrained to maintain the preload in the elastomeric
ring 36. This is achieved by the use of T-shaped setting tabs 66
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which are mounted to the hub 40 and removed upon installa-
tion of the mechanical seal 10. The setting tabs 66 are typi-
cally fixed to the hub 40 by bolts or screws 68 and arranged to
anchor about the drive collar 26 to fix the axial position of the
hub 40 on the shaft sleeve 14. In the form as illustrated, the
setting tabs 66 are arranged to bear against the drive collar 26.
With the setting tabs 66 in place, the elastomeric ring 36
remains in its preloaded state as the support assembly 20 can
not expand axially along the shaft (which would unload the
tension in the elastomeric ring 36) as it is confined axially
between the front rotary sealing ring 16 and the drive collar 26
at the rear of the shaft.

The construction of the support assembly 20 with the elas-
tomeric sealing ring 36 disposed between the sleeve 32 and
the flanged boss 34 provides an arrangement where the force
applied to the stationary sealing ring 18 is concentric and
uniform about the axis of rotation CL of the rotatable shaft
sleeve 14.

The support assembly 20 provides a fluid barrier for the
mechanical seal 10 that extends from the stationary sealing
ring 18 to the annular flange 31 of the housing 12, and in effect
becomes an internal wall of the pump casing. The sealing ring
36 is thus exposed to the fluid in the pump 100 during opera-
tion. The ring 36 forms an integrated part of this fluid imper-
vious barrier (comprising the continuous sealing ring 36 that
is bonded to the sleeve 32 and the flanged boss 34 also).

The rear surface 70 of the sealing ring 36 is in contact with
the fluid inside the pump because fluid is able to penetrate the
space between the end of the flanged boss 34 and the boot 56.
This then enables the fluid pressure in the pump to assist in
biasing the flanged boss 34 of the support assembly 20 for-
ward in the direction of end 29, thereby contributing to the
biasing force which maintains the annular sealing faces 22, 24
in contact. An increase in the fluid pressure within the pump
chamber can increase the biasing force. This additional bias-
ing force counteracts, at least to some extent, the force that is
applied by the fluid pressure at the joint of the sealing rings
16, 18 which tends to force those members apart. As such the
mechanical seal 10 is able to operate effectively under differ-
ent fluid pressures. This is beneficial in pumping applications
where the fluid pressure can fluctuate considerably from start
up to being fully operational.

As mentioned above, the sealing rings 16, 18 are each held
in place via mounting assemblies. These mounting assem-
blies include elastomeric couplings 28, 38 which are designed
to accommodate torque loading, abutment surfaces 94, 96
against which the sealing rings 16, 18 locate, and which
restrain the sealing rings 16, 18 from moving axially, and
clamping collars 30, 82 which clamp the respective elasto-
meric couplings 28, 38. Further, one of the clamping collars
30 includes the abutment surface 94 whereas the other clamp-
ing collar 82 is designed to hold the sealing ring 18 against the
abutment surface 96.

In the illustrated form, the sealing rings 16, 18 (which are
typically ceramic) have a cut-out portion or recess on the rear
face (the opposite face to their respective annular sealing
faces 22, 24). The elastomeric couplings 28, 38 each have a
base portion (72, 74 respectively) that is mounted in that
recess and typically bonded in place by a vulcanizing process.
The elastomeric couplings 28, 38 also include respective rib
portions 76, 78 that extend outwardly from the base portions
72, 74 beyond the respective sealing rings 16, 18 to which
they are fitted, and in a plane parallel to the respective annular
sealing faces 22, 24. These rib portions 76, 78 are releasably
clamped in use, to hold the attached sealing rings 16, 18 in
place. Specifically, the rotatable sealing ring 16 is held by a
holding piece in the form of the clamping collar 30 clamping
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the rib portion 76 to the front surface 23 of the shaft sleeve 14.
An o-ring 80 may also be fitted to provide a water barrier
between the collar 30 and the sealing ring 16. The clamping
collar 30 includes the abutment surface 94 on an inner face
and bears against the rear face of the sealing ring 16 so as to
prevent axial movement of the sealing ring 16 away from the
other sealing ring 18. The stationary sealing ring 18 is held by
a holding piece in the form of the clamping collar 82 which
clamps the rib portion 78 onto the forward surface 85 of the
flanged boss 34. Further the sealing ring 18 is clamped in a
position where its rear face bears against the abutment surface
96 which is formed on the outer face of the flanged boss 34.

The clamped elastomeric couplings 28, 38 are in the form
of resilient rings and designed to accommodate torque and
assist in protecting the sealing rings 16, 18, particularly in the
start-up phase of use of a pump. In starting up, the torque
imparted by the drive shaft 102 needs to overcome the static
frictional resistance that exists at the contacting sealing faces
22, 24 to allow the rotatable sealing ring 16 to move relative
to the stationary sealing ring 18. This frictional resistance can
be high and accordingly the forces induced on the sealing
rings 16, 18 can be high. The elastomeric couplings 28, 38
enable the sealing rings 16, 18 to better accommodate these
forces by ensuring the torque is transferred and distributed
along the sealing rings 16, 18 (because of the continuous
contacting surface between the clamping collars 30, 82 and
the rib portions 76, 78 of the elastomeric couplings 28, 30)
and also by allowing the elastomeric couplings 28, 30 to
absorb some of the loading by deformation, thereby acting as
a dampener for the mechanical seal 10. A further advantage of
an elastomeric coupling 28, 30 is that it provides some resil-
ience close to the sealing interface thereby allowing the seal-
ing rings 16, 18 some ability to adjust and move during
operation which assists in maintaining the surfaces of the
sealing faces 22, 24 in contact. For the couplings 28, 30 and
for any of the other elastomeric parts referred to in this speci-
fication, the material of manufacture can be a viscoelastic
material such as a polymeric elastomer, or a natural or syn-
thetic rubber or compounded rubber, or a specific rubber
product blend (for example, Viton brand). In further embodi-
ments, the elastomeric couplings 28, 30 can be present in the
form of multiple, possibly discontinuous, arc-shaped seg-
ments fixed to a respective sealing ring 16, 18 rather than in a
continuous ring form.

In the illustrated form, the collar 82 has a forward facing
surface 84 which incorporates radially extending fins 86.
These fins are designed to promote turbulent flow in the
vicinity of the sealing rings 16, 18 which assist in cooling the
sealing rings 16, 18 by conducting away the frictional heat
generated in their general vicinity during use. To further assist
in creating this turbulent flow, additional fins 88 are profiled
in the front face of the boot 56. It has been found in experi-
mental tests that turbulent flow is sufficient to cool the
mechanical seal 10 especially in the vicinity of the sealing
rings 16, 18, and without the need for a separate quenching
system being incorporated in the mechanical seal 10. This
provides considerable advantage both in terms of simplifying
the design and reducing the costs of ongoing operation.

In use, the mechanical seal 10 is provided with the biasing
device in the form of the elastomeric ring 36, being preloaded.
The mechanical seal 10 is fitted to the pump 100 by locating
the shaft sleeve 14 on the drive shaft 102 ofthe pump 100. The
annular flange 31 is able to be tilted on the hub 40 of the
mechanical seal 10 if required so that the annular flange 31
aligns with the pump casing. The mechanical seal 10 is then
secured in place, with the annular flange 31 being bolted to
the casing by bolts 90 which are located in receiving holes 13.
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The shaft sleeve 14 is fitted to the drive shaft 102 by bolts,
rivets or screws 92 which extend through receiving holes 15 in
the drive collar 26 and which bite into the drive shaft 102.
Once fixed in place, the setting tabs 66 can be removed, which
ensures that there is adequate running clearance between the
drive collar 26 and the hub 40 and that the various compo-
nents of the support assembly 20 are in appropriate tension
and contact. The mechanical seal 10 is now in place and the
pump ready for operation.

In a further embodiment shown in FIG. 5, the mechanical
seal 10A is in all respects the same as the mechanical seal 10
shown in FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, and for simplicity like parts have
been given a similar part number with the additional letter
“A”. The main difference between the mechanical seals 10,
10A is the presence of a quench system 97 in the mechanical
seal 10A. The quench system 97 includes a port 98 that forms
an internal conduit which extends through the annular flange
31A of the stationary housing 12A and the hub 40A. The port
98 is arranged for the possible introduction of cooling water
into the seal chamber which is located between the shaft
sleeve 14 and the various components of the support assem-
bly, as well as the possibility of flushing out any particulate
matter which has crept into the seal chamber in use. A second
port (not shown) is also provided which forms a similar
internal conduit to the port 98 but which is angularly spaced
about the axis CL from the port 98 and provides a discharge
point for the cooling water introduced into the seal chamber
via the port 98.

Referring the FIGS. 6, 6a, 7 and 7a in relation to the
mechanical seal 10A, further detail is shown of the elasto-
meric couplings 28A, 38A. In FIGS. 6 and 64, the elastomeric
coupling 28A is shown in some further perspective detail
when bonded to the sealing ring 16A. In FIGS. 7 and 74, the
elastomeric coupling 38A is shown in some further perspec-
tive detail when bonded to the sealing ring 18A.

Accordingly, a mechanical seal is provided that is ideally
suited for pumps. The seal is of simple construction and is
able to operate under fluctuating fluid pressures to provide a
uniform biasing force on the sealing faces to maintain those
sealing faces in contact. The mechanical seal does not require
separate quenching to cool the sealing faces (although this is
optionally available in certain embodiments), and it is able be
fitted to drive shafts that are out of alignment with the pump
casing.

In the claims which follow and in the preceding summary
of'the invention, except where the context requires otherwise
due to express language or necessary implication, the word
“comprising” is used in the sense of “including”, that is the
features specified may be associated with further features in
various embodiments of the invention.

In the foregoing description of preferred embodiments,
specific terminology has been resorted to for the sake of
clarity. However, the invention is not intended to be limited to
the specific terms so selected, and it is to be understood that
each specific term includes all technical equivalents which
operate in a similar manner to accomplish a similar technical
purpose. Terms such as “front” and “rear”, “inner” and
“outer”, “above” and ‘“below” and the like are used as words
of convenience to provide reference points and are not to be
construed as limiting terms.

The reference in this specification to any prior publication
(or information derived from it), or to any matter which is
known, is not, and should not be taken as an acknowledgment
or admission or any form of suggestion that that prior publi-
cation (or information derived from it) or known matter forms
part of the common general knowledge in the field of endeav-
our to which this specification relates.
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Finally, itis to be understood that various alterations, modi-
fications and/or additional may be incorporated into the vari-
ous constructions and arrangements of parts without depart-
ing from the spirit or ambit of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A mechanical seal comprising:

a stationary portion;

a rotatable portion;

a support assembly mounting the rotatable portion to the
stationary portion, the rotatable portion being rotatable
relative to the support assembly about a rotation axis;

opposed first and second sealing faces, the first sealing face
mounted on the rotatable portion and the second sealing
face mounted on the support assembly, the first and
second sealing faces being arranged to be urged into
contact to form a seal therebetween to inhibit ingress of
fluid between the rotatable portion and the support
assembly; and

a joint permitting rotary movement between the support
assembly and the stationary portion to allow adjustment
of a position of the rotatable portion relative to the sta-
tionary portion without affecting an alignment of the
first and second sealing faces;

wherein the support assembly incorporates a base portion
that surrounds the rotatable portion, a moveable portion
on which the second sealing face is disposed, and a
biasing device disposed between the moveable portion
and the base portion and operative to impart a biasing
force to move the second sealing face into contact with
the first sealing face, the biasing device being fluid
impervious and forming part of a fluid barrier of the
mechanical seal that extends from the seal formed
between the first sealing face and second sealing face to
the stationary portion; and

wherein the base portion is axially movable relative to the
rotatable portion and, in use, a running clearance is
provided between the base portion and rotatable portion
to permit axial movement between the stationary portion
and the rotatable portion.

2. A mechanical seal according to claim 1, wherein the
stationary portion includes an aperture through which the
rotatable portion extends, and the joint is formed between an
outer surface of the support assembly and an inner surface of
the stationary portion that defines said aperture.

3. A mechanical seal according to claim 2, wherein the
outer and inner surfaces are in sliding contact.

4. A mechanical seal according to claim 2, wherein the joint
formed between the outer and inner surfaces is a ball joint to
permit rotary movement in all directions of the rotatable
portion relative to the stationary portion.

5. A mechanical seal according to claim 2, wherein the joint
is fluid impervious.

6. A mechanical seal according to claim 5, wherein an
external cover seal extends across the joint to inhibit fluid
penetration between the inner and outer surfaces.

7. A mechanical seal according to claim 5, wherein a seal is
provided between said inner and outer surfaces.

8. A mechanical seal according to claim 1, wherein the joint
prevents axial movement of the rotatable portion relative to
the stationary portion in at least one direction.

9. A mechanical seal according to claim 1, wherein the
biasing device is in the form of a resilient ring that is placed in
tension to impart the biasing force to the second sealing face.

10. A mechanical seal according to claim 1, wherein the
support assembly comprises an inner bearing surface that
supports said rotatable portion.
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11. A pump, comprising:

a pump casing having an aperture;

a drive shaft that extends through the aperture:

apump chamber defined at least in part by the pump casing,

the pump chamber being arranged to contain fluid for

processing: and

a mechanical seal providing a fluid seal between the pump

casing and the drive shaft, the mechanical seal compris-

ing:

a stationary portion mounted to, or forming part of, the
pump casing;

a rotatable portion mounted to, or forming part of, the
drive shaft;

a support assembly mounting the rotatable portion to the
stationary portion, the rotatable portion being rotat-
able relative to the support assembly about a rotation
axis; and

opposed first and second sealing faces, the first sealing
face mounted on the rotatable portion and the second
sealing face mounted on the support assembly, the
first and second sealing faces being arranged to be
urged into contact to form a seal therebetween to
inhibit ingress of fluid between the rotatable portion
and the support assembly,

wherein a joint permitting rotary movement between the

support assembly and the stationary portion is provided

to allow adjustment of the position of the rotatable por-

tion relative to the stationary portion without affecting

an alignment of the first and second sealing faces;
wherein the support assembly incorporates a base portion,

a moveable portion on which the second sealing face is

disposed, and a biasing device disposed between the

moveable portion and the base portion and being opera-

tive to impart a biasing force to move the second sealing

face into contact with the first sealing face; and
wherein the base portion, moveable portion and biasing

device extend into the pump chamber and form part of a

fluid barrier of the pump chamber, the fluid barrier

extending from the seal formed between the first sealing
face and second sealing face to the pump casing.

12. A pump according to claim 11, wherein the support
assembly forms part of a fluid barrier of a seal that forms the
fluid seal between the drive shaft and the casing.

13. A pump according to claim 11, wherein the stationary
portion includes an aperture through which the rotatable por-
tion extends, and the joint is formed between an outer surface
of'the support assembly and an inner surface of the stationary
portion that defines said aperture.

14. A pump according to claim 13, wherein the outer and
inner surfaces are in sliding contact.

15. A pump according to claim 13, wherein the joint
formed between the outer and inner surfaces is a ball joint to
permit rotary movement in all directions of the rotatable
portion relative to the stationary portion.

16. A pump according to claim 11, wherein the joint is fluid
impervious.

17. A pump according to claim 11, wherein the support
assembly comprises an inner bearing surface that supports
said rotatable portion.

18. The pump according to claim 11 wherein the biasing
device is fluid impervious.

19. A mechanical seal comprising:

a stationary portion;

a rotatable portion;

a support assembly mounting the rotatable portion to the

stationary portion, the rotatable portion being rotatable

relative to the support assembly about a rotation axis;
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opposed first and second sealing faces, the first sealing face
mounted on the rotatable portion and the second sealing
face mounted on the support assembly, the first and
second sealing faces being arranged to be urged into
contact to form a seal therebetween to inhibit ingress of 5
fluid between the rotatable portion and the support
assembly; and

a joint permitting rotary movement between the support
assembly and the stationary portion to allow adjustment
of a position of the rotatable portion relative to the sta- 10
tionary portion without affecting an alignment of the
first and second sealing faces;

wherein the support assembly incorporates a base portion
that surrounds the rotatable portion, a moveable portion
on which the second sealing face is disposed, and a 15
biasing device disposed between the moveable portion
and the base portion and operative to impart a biasing
force to move the second sealing face into contact with
the first sealing face; the biasing device being fluid
impervious and forming part of a fluid barrier of the 20
mechanical seal that extends from the seal formed
between the first and second sealing faces to the station-
ary portion.



